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Background: Purpose:
. At the I_oeginning of_the 21st century, the Autonor_nous City of Bu_er_los Aires (_CABA The overall purpose of this research is to analyse the profiles of the elderly
. 7 3
CABA has the country's oldest population. absence of disabilities
e Ageing and disabilities: The increased number of senior citizens and the ensuing Methodology:
growth in the prevalence of chronic degenerative diseases and disabilities highlights '
the fact that the population’s health not only comprises death but also disease e According to the bio-psycho-social conceptualization of disabilities
and/or disability. obtained from the International Classification of Functioning, Disability
Table 1. Ageing: selected indicators. Argentina and the Autonomous City of Buenos Aires. 2010. and Health (ICF) - 2001 (WHO, 2001) and the Convention on the nghtS of
_ Autonomous City People with Disabilities.
) Argentina .
Indicators of Buenos Aires
Total Male Female Total Male Female - “I: - 1 - - -
Percentage of people 65 years and over 10.2 8.6 11.8 16.4 13.0 19.3 * Dlsab_lllty defined as "... an e_volv_lng qoncept which is a reSL_llt of the
Percentage of people 80 years and over T 34 48 c 1 33 6.6 Interaction between people with impairments and barriers linked to
Ageing index (1) 40.2 32.2 48.3 100.3 71.9 129.8 attitudinal and environmental barriers that hinders their full and effective
aie s Ppoiioeple 18.0 123 231 304 205 38.2 participation in society on an equal basis with others".

Median age (3) 30 29 31 37 35 39

Total population 40,117,096 19,523,766 20,593,330 2,890,151 1,329,681 1,560,470 smll'w'
Note (1): The ageing index is calculated as the number of persons 65 years old or over per hundred persons under age 15. The “Annual Survey of Households” 2011 (Encuesta Anual de Hogares — EAH-201 1) of Autohomous
Note (2): The parent support ratio is a measure used to assess the demands on families to provide support for their oldest-old members. The ratio is the number of persons 85 years old and over

hundred 0 to 64 years. ' ' ] : ' — - ' ] I

Rl%rtgr(lg): 'llj'ﬂerr%egi%rr?%réseif ;Opopl}j;atirgn is that age that divides a population into two groups of the same size, such that half the total population is younger than this age, and the other half older. CII]/ Of B uenos Alr es (CIUdad Autono.ma' de Buenos Aires CABA ) .and IS MOdU/@ on Dlsabllll‘y,
Source: Argentina’s National Census of Population and Housing (2010). proposed by General Bureau of Statistics and Censuses of the City of Buenos Aires (Direccion

General de Estadistica y Censos de la Ciudad Autonoma de Buenos Aires — DGEYC).

Table 2. Total population living in households. Prevalence of disability, by age and sex. Autonomous City of Buenos Aires (CABA). 2011.

Prevalence of disabilit
Age Group
Total Males Females
0-14 3 1 38 53 e The prevalence of people with "dual status® among the
15 - 64 6’ 5 5’ 5 6’ 5 population living in households: "older adults” with "disabilities".
65 and over 32,5 27,1 36,0
Total 9,9 7.8 11,7
Source: Compiled from EAH (2011).
Figure 1. Total households with and without elderly by number of older people and Iablehi_s. People with “dua;s.tatus” —“ildel_rly_” anfdt“hdisa::glityt”-é_by;fle_? relac;
1 1 ih i ionsnip, age group, median age or origin o e oldes Isapllity an . . .
K}?esprz?ﬁqce of at least one person with dlsablhty' Autonomous Clty of Buenos number and types of disabilities. Autonomous City of Buenos Aires. 2011. o F|gure 1 ShOWS that one person aged 65 years and over reS|deS N 3 out Of 10
Profile of people with "dual status" Percentage CABA households. Moreover, nearly 70 per cent of these households contain only
Sex 1 person of this age group, while the remaining 30 per cent include 2 or more
Male 32,5 I
— Female 67,5 Seniors.
B o el 627 e Also, 4 out of 10 households with elderly happen to be households with at least
‘,‘t'liil?“g,’:?t ‘ Sl 19,6 one person with dual status (“elderly” and “disabled”). In other words, this last
e Other family member 17,2 group consists of individuals with impairments linked to attitudinal and
. ’ '\'O”fam"vmember_“ environmental barriers hindering their full and effective participation in society on
With persons T e —r an equal basis with others.
agEd 65 and All of them 80 years and over 43,0
over ) . . _— e The profile of people with "dual status”. These individuals consist mostly of
31.8% without Medlan age of origin of the oldest disability Years h d fh h |d d b | t th 65-79
, disability Median age 68 women, heads of households and belong to the younger age group (65-79 years).
64,1% Also, an important fact emerges in connection with the median age of origin of the
Only one disability 28,1 oldest disability. As we can see, this last indicator reaches 68 years of age, which
- g“:y ”_‘°t°|r 73? means that this population group has attained the threshold of old age, i.e. 65
B O:I:/I\r::::ng T years, with no disability that may produce activity limitations or participation
SR _— restrictions for the development of their daily lives. We do not refer here to old
R A people with disabilities but to elderly people who have become disabled due to

Note (a): The coefficient of variation is between 10% and 20%. old age. Both population groups make up two very different scenarios.

Source: Compiled from EAH (2011).

» WHAT ARE THEIR LIVING ARRENGEMENTS? WITH WHOM DO THEY LIVE?
* |In the case of elderly households without disabilities, in nearly 4

Figure 2. Total households with elderly with and without disability, by type of household. Autonomous City of Buenos Aires (CABA). 2011. out Of 1 O hOUSGhOldS members dO not have any potential help in

100% the household, i.e. they live alone without, for example, the
Multi-person household support of paid live-in domestic staff.
80% with potential support
61,3 59,8 63,6 e On the other hand, in households with members with “dual
60% G- persen hovsdheld status”, 3 out of 10 one-person households have no “potential”
with potential support support_
40%
20% B One-person household e At the same time, and although on a much smaller scale, there is
i without potential a difference in the potential support provided to one-person
0% | | | Sl elderly households with disabilities by live-in domestic staff (1.9
With elderly With elderly without disability ~With al least one elderly with disability per cent)

Source: Compiled from EAH (2011).

» DO THEY RECEIVE WHAT THEY NEED?

Figure 3. Total households with elderly people with disability, by need of help or support and provision of what people need. Autonomous
City of Buenos Aires (CABA). 2011.

e People with "dual status” - "elderly" and "disabled", by sex,
more than 6 out 10 households with disabled persons aged 65
years and over need help and assistance to perform their daily
living activities. Some of these aspects include their access to
care and support to eat or drink, wash or take care of their
appearance, do housework, make purchases and go places or
take public transportation. Also, 9 out of 10 households with
disabled adult members requiring help receive it.

Need help
or support
63.1%

ome receive what
they need
— 7,8%

Source: Compiled from EAH (2011).

» WHO PROVIDES WHAT THE ELDERLY WITH DISABILITY NEED?

Figure 4. Total households with elderly with disability, by coverage of help or support. Autonomous City of Buenos Aires (CABA). 2011.

Other coverage___——
12,4%

Unpaid family

member or e The relevance of family support.
Family budget friend
30,1% 57,5%

Source: Compiled from EAH (2011).

» SUMmary: CABA not only shows an increase in the population aged 65 and over but also in people with the "dual status" of being “elderly” and
“having one or more disabilities”, which requires different life strategies than those needed by non-disabled older adults.

In this sense, the government and NGOs should make use of statistical information not only to improve the lives of disabled people but
also to consider the situation of families cohabiting with elderly disabled persons and becoming increasingly involved in their care. The
government should design and implement social policies to provide benefits and support to the families of elderly people with disabilities
so that they may delegate certain tasks and obligations related to the care of the disabled person.
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